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Mﬁeanng Up C14’s Role \
AN UNNAMED top Central Intelli:

: gence Agency bfficial told » ~roup

' of néwspaper editors at a Wr n
~ briefing that CIA correctly repo...4 on
the Castro regime’s military power and

its control over the Cuban populace be-
fore the ill-fated invasion. This ties in
with the statement of one of our col-
umnists that CIA is taking the position
“more or less openly” that the estimates
~it furnished President Kennedy on the
situation in Cuba were accurate. It is a

defensive move on the agency’s part.

President Kennedy, of course, has
taken full responsibility for any part
the United States played in the invasion
failure, But CIA is widely blamed in &
controversy that is bound to continue
since it involves a critical area of-
hational security, CIA is a principal. in }
the Administration study now being

‘ made of intelligence and guerrilla war
‘ tactics. It is the target of proposed far-
reaching inquiries. Certainly its role
needs clearing up. More is involved than
whether it passed along correct infor-
mation, for the agency is also credited
with sponsorship of the Cuban invasion.
‘The intelligence service of any gov-

-

mentEioses syl o T ey

RORRE . That 5811t norg,reagon, it | 1

" s to us, whqy"a',"és‘tr-(%;n policy cont;ol ‘v ‘
‘should be exercised over such a service .
to insure that it is kept cargfully in j
check and skillfully directed. ‘
Our Government has come late to a ‘
so-called “cloak and dagger” service !
traditional among other powers. Ap-/
parently we have ignored, in a national |
enthusiasm for the glamorous and
grandiose, some of the lessons they long J
ago learned. |

indicati have !
There are indications that we :
o grow in the dark with ¢

permitted CIA t !
1the same exuberance, shown by other
federal agencles operating in the open.

It seems to have become almost a sep-
arate branch of government which, un-

. ' ily lap
der a broad mandate, goul.d easi
' over into areas from-which it might well J

- be excluded. 1

‘ Military o eratiog}s. apart from sup- l
plyifig ~RTormanon, 'shggm lpg out of

inwfihey are another kind of

‘ speciaity.' And if this line has EOt 126;2
i t, it shou
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